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Worship Guide 
8:30 am - December 24, 2023 

 

Prelude “Carol of the Bells” arr. Kerry Boyce – Trinity Handbell Choir 
Hope Publishing Company Used by permission from One License with license #A-711313. 

 

Announcements & Greeting 
 

Advent Wreath Lighting “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” 

ELW 240 vs 4 

Light four candles to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 
 Let your lights be shining! 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954; Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission One License with 
license #A-711313. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who opens the heavens and draws 

near to us with salvation. Amen. 
 

Everlasting God, you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We 
confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness that make us reluctant 
to work against oppression. We are complicit in systems of 
exploitation. We choose comfort over courage. We are careless with 
creation’s bounty. Look upon us with mercy. Turn our hearts again to 
you. Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways for the 
sake of our waiting world. Amen. 
 
Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of 
salvation and covers you with robes of righteousness. In the tender 

compassion of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is 

eternal, and God’s blessing rests upon us all. Amen. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 

License number is: SAS027124 

 
Hymn: “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” ELW 242 

1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  
 for angels herald its dawning. 
 Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,  
 behold! the Child of our longing. 
 Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together, 
 he opens wide the heav'nly door and lives now inside us forever. 
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2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear, Emmanuel comes a-singing, 
 his humble song is quiet and near, yet fills the earth with its ringing; 
 music to heal the broken soul and hymns of lovingkindness, 
 the thunder of his anthems roll to shatter all hatred and blindness. 
 

3 In darkest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing, 
 as morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring. 
 Then shall the mute break forth in song,  
 the lame shall leap in wonder, 
 the weak be raised above the strong,  
 and weapons be broken asunder. 
 

4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,  
 though dark the winter and cheerless, 
 the rising sun shall crown you with light,  
 be strong and loving and fearless. 
 Love be our song and love our prayer and love our endless story; 
 may God fill ev'ry day we share and bring us at last into glory. 
 
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950; Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission from One License with license #A-711313. 

 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
Kyrie – page 213 
L: Kyrie eleison:  C: Lord have mercy 
L: Christe eleison: C: Christ have mercy 
L: Kyrie eleison:  C: Lord have mercy 
All liturgical texts and liturgical music under copyright to or administered by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg 
Fortress. License # SAS207124. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. Through your grace, free 

us from sin. Help us to proclaim your redeeming love to all the world. 

Empower us to spread the good news of your birth to everyone we 

meet. In your holy name we pray. Amen 

 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Romans 16:25-27 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation  
My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, 

And my spirit rejoices in you. 
You have looked with love on your servant here, 

And blessed me all my life through. 
Copyright © 1990, 2016 by GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission from One License with license #A-711313. 
 

 
Luke 1:47-55 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 1st chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon – Pastor Kristi Weber 
 
Hymn: “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” ELW 251 

 
1 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; 
 I sing my Savior's praise! 
 You looked upon my lowliness, 
 and I am full of grace. 
 Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age 
 this blessing shall proclaim— 
 great wonders you have done for me, 
 and holy is your name. 
 
2 To all who live in holy fear 
 your mercy ever flows. 
 With mighty arm you dash the proud, 
 their scheming hearts expose. 
 The ruthless you have cast aside, 
 the lowly throned instead; 
 the hungry filled with all good things, 
 the rich sent off unfed. 
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3 To Israel, your servant blest, 
 your help is ever sure; 
 the promise to our parents made 
 their children will secure. 
 Sing glory to the Holy One, 
 give honor to the Word, 
 and praise the Pow'r of the Most High, 
 one God, by all adored. 
Text: With One Voice, 1995, based on the Magnificat, Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission from One License with 
license #A-711313. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 Born of the Virgin Mary, 
 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 Was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again; 
 He ascended into heaven,  
 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 The holy catholic church, 
 The communion of saints, 
 The forgiveness of sins, 
 The resurrection of the body, 
 And the life everlasting. Amen       
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. License #SAS207124. 
 
Prayer Song: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” ELW 254 vs. 1 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us; 
 let us find our rest in thee. 
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Text and tune – public domain. 
 

Prayers of the People 
L: Lord, in your mercy.   C: Hear our prayer 
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Prayer Song: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” ELW 254 vs. 2 

By thine own eternal Spirit 
 rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit 
 raise us to thy glorious throne. 
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Text and tune – public domain. 

 
Offering of Music – “The Best Christmas Medley Ever” arr. John C. 

Dare - Trinity Handbell Choir 
Composer’s Music Company  

 
Offertory: "This Little Light of Mine" ELW 677 

 
1 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
2 Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
3 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
4 This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine; 
 this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine, 
 let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
Text: African American spiritual; Text and music – public domain. 
 

Offering Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness 
you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our 
possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the 
world with your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
Forever and ever. Amen 

 
 

Benediction 
The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the 

anointing of the Spirit ☩ remain upon you now and forever. Amen 

 
Sending Song: “Joy to the World” ELW 267 

 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her king; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n and nature sing, 
 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
 Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
 nor thorns infest the ground; 
 he comes to make his blessings flow 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as the curse is found, 
 far as, far as the curse is found. 
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4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
 and makes the nations prove 
 the glories of his righteousness 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders of his love, 
 and wonders, wonders of his love. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748; Text and tune – public domain. 

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
 
Permission to podcast/stream music obtained from One License with license # A-711313. 
Permission to podcast/stream music obtained from CCLI with license # 20413496 
All liturgical texts and liturgical music that are printed in this service which are under copyright to or administered by Augsburg 
Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. License # SAS207124 


